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revenue derived therefrom. The importance, however, of carrying out 
t he principle of providing every p a r t of the count ry wi th postal com­
munica t ion is so well recognized, t h a t exception is seldom, if ever, t aken 
to these deficits, i t being well unders tood tha t , as the populat ion 
increases and the count ry progresses, i t cannot be very long before 
th i s service is a t least self-sustaining, t he revenue from the older a n d 
weal thier provinces covering the excess of expendi tu re in newer 
dis t r ic ts . 

Number of 400. The number of s tamps issued to pos tmasters dur ing the year 
"' was 151,282,800, as compared wi th 145,450,900 in 1891, being an 

increase of 5,831,900, and almost t he whole postal revenue is derived 
from this source, the amoun t received from the sale of s tamps in 1892 
hav ing been §3,356,741. 

stamps 
issued. 

Postal 401 . The following comparat ive s t a t ement shows not only t he ex-
?P?,rf * „„, t ended operations, b u t also t he increased efficiency of t he service since tions com- l t , ^ n . , T , . (• -i • • i 
pared, lobo , inasmuch as a much larger quan t i ty ot mai l m a t t e r is carried a t 
1868-1892. t h e same expense :— 

POSTAL OPERATIONS IN CANADA COMPARED, 1868 AND 1892. 

YEAR. 

1868 . . . 

1892.... 

Number 
Number of 

of Money 
Offices. \ Order 

Offices. 

3,638 515 

8,288 1,120 

Miles 
of 

Post 
Route. 

27,674 

59,519 

Miles 
Travelled. 

10,622,216 

28,462,384 

Amount 
paid 

for con­
veyance 

'of 
Mails. 

543,109 

2,031,740 

Number 
of 

Letters, 
&c. 

Number , T o t a l 

Ne°ws- C o s t 

I '•? cts. 
18,100,OOo| 18,884,800 0 31 

123,665,000:100,764,911 0 86 

Cost of 
transmis­
sion, 1868 
and 1892. 

Free de­
livery of 
letters. 

402. I n 1868 the conveyance of mails over 10,622,216 miles cost 
per mile 5 ^ cents, and the t ransmission of 36,984,800 let ters, news­
papers, <fcc, cost l ^ j - cents apiece ; in 1892 the conveyance of mails 
over 28,462,384 miles cost 7 cents per mile, and the transmission of 
224,429,911 let ters , newspapers, &c, T

9
T of 1 cent ap iece ; so t h a t there 

is a decrease in t he cost of each ar t icle carried of about \ of 1 c e n t ; 
and i t mus t not be overlooked tha t , if newspapers were carried now a t 
the old ra te of 1 cent per lb., a sum of probably not less t h a n $100,000 
would be added to t he revenue each year. 

403. The system of free delivery of le t ters by carriers in the princi­
pal cities was commenced in 1875, and i t was est imated t h a t the total 
number delivered in th is manne r in 1892 was : let ters, 33,938,944, and 
newspapers, 12,961,520. The number of carriers employed was 379. 


